Woodcock Johnson III Tests of Cognitive Ability

Verbal Ability:  measure of language development.  It includes word comprehension and comprehension of relationships among words.  An

important predictor of cognitive performance.

Thinking Ability:  includes long-term retrieval, visual-spatial thinking, 

auditory processing and fluid reasoning.

Cognitive Efficiency:   the capacity of the  cognitive system to process

Information automatically.  It includes processing speed and short-term 

memory.

Working Memory:  the ability to hold information in short-term memory

while performing some operation on or manipulating the information.

Long-Term Retrieval:  ability to store information and fluently retrieve it later in the process of thinking (NOT long-term memory).  

Visual-Spatial Thinking:  ability to perceive, analyze, synthesize, and think with visual patterns, including the ability to store and recall visual representations.

Auditory Processing:   ability to analyze, synthesize, and discriminate auditory stimuli, including the ability to process and discriminate speech sounds that may be presented under distorted conditions.  It subsumes phonological awareness and phonological processing.

Fluid Reasoning:  broad ability to reason, form concepts, and solve problems using unfamiliar information or novel procedures.  It includes inductive and deductive reasoning.

Processing Speed:  ability to perform automatic cognitive tasks, particularly when measured under pressure to maintain focused attention; an aspect of cognitive efficiency.

Short-Term Memory:   ability to apprehend and hold information in immediate awareness and then use it within a few seconds; an aspect of cognitive efficiency. 

